
 
 

 
 

Safe School Committee Meeting Notes 
November 10, 2008 

 
Present:  Fred Vaughan, Debbie Farmer, Sherman Callahan, Steven Hodges, Keven 
Rice, Chris Fisher, Dwayne Ross, Dewey Knick, Matt Bowser, Keven Rice, Nancy Moga, 
Jennifer Unroe, Bob Umstead, and Jim Rhodes.   

 
1. The committee reviewed a draft version of the division’s revised emergency 

management plan.  Several revisions were suggested by committee members.  
Mr. Vaughan explained that this is a working document that continues to be 
revised as circumstances warrant.   

2. The Alleghany County/Covington City Pandemic Planning Team will meet on 
November 19, 2008.  This team has been working together for the past two years 
creating a joint pandemic plan.  Both divisions will be participating in a VDOE 
pandemic simulation exercise scheduled for November 24, 2008. 

3. All AED units have been installed throughout the division.  Staffs have been 
trained ensuring that at least two individuals at each site are AED certified.  The 
committee was informed that an AED unit was utilized at one of our schools.  The 
unit accurately diagnosed no need for administering a shock.  An evaluation of 
the incident has noted that the staff responded appropriately and followed 
procedure.   

4. The Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) was administered to students in grades 
8, 10, and 12 during the first week of November.  Results are anticipated in 
January 2009. 

5. A brief overview was provided the committee of budget challenges facing the 
division.  A discussion ensued related to preserving programs associated with 
student welfare and student risk avoidance.  Committee members emphasized 
the importance of extra-curricular activities in providing structure and supervision 
for the lives of many students.  A member also noted the value of extra-curricular 
participation when applying for college in that it demonstrates a well rounded 
individual.   

6. Mr. Rice informed the group that purchase orders have been issued for the 
installation of access controls for Mountain View Elementary School, Falling 
Spring Elementary School, and Sharon Elementary School.  These access 
controls will be similar to the unit currently in place at Clifton Middle School.  
Feedback has been positive with this approach; however, students need to be 
reminded not to open the doors for patrons.   

7. The committee engaged in a lengthy discussion on using schools as polling 
places during elections.  Included in the discussion was the concern for student 
safety with many individuals visiting during the day, parking concerns, and safety 
concerns during bus arrival and departure.  Several suggestions were made by 
the committee including: closing school on Election Day, making Election Day a 



teacher workday, moving the polling place from the schools, and consolidating 
precincts.  One committee member reminded the group that the use of schools 
as a polling place allows for students to experience the right to vote and 
maintains a positive relationship with the community.  

 
 
 
 
 

Next Meeting: February 3, 2009    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Alleghany County School Board does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, political 
affiliation, disability, or age in its programs and activities.  The following people have been designated as contacts 
regarding compliance issues associated with this non-discrimination policy: Robert E. Carpenter, Director of Human 
Resources and Fred C. Vaughan, Jr., Director of Student Services at Alleghany County School Board, PO Drawer 140, 
100 Central Circle, Low Moor, Virginia 24457.  540-863-1814.   


